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Community Living Initiative 
•  Established in 2009 as part of President Obama’s “Year 

of Community Living.” 

•  HHS interagency initiative focused on implementing 
solutions that address barriers to community living for 
individuals with disabilities and older Americans  

•  Organized around a number of themes including: 
services and supports, housing, workforce, and quality. 

•  Included a communications group to facilitate internal 
and external communication for the CLI 
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Community Living Initiative 
Structure 

•  Led by the Office on Disability in partnership with 
the Administration on Aging and other agencies, 
including:  
–  Administration on Developmental Disabilities at the 

Administration for Children and Families (ACF) 
–  Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
–  Health Resources and Services Administration 

(HRSA) 
–  Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services   

Administration (SAMHSA) 
–  Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and 

Evaluation (ASPE) 
–  Office of Civil Rights (OCR) 
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Regulations Overview 
•  A regulation is a general statement issued by an 

agency, board, or commission that has the force 
and effect of law.  

•  Congress often grants agencies the authority to 
issue regulations.  

•  Many laws passed by Congress give Federal 
agencies some flexibility in deciding how best to 
implement those laws.  

•  Federal regulations specify the details and 
requirements necessary to implement and to 
enforce legislation enacted by Congress.  
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Regulations Overview (cont.) 
•  Federal regulations are created through a process known as 

"rulemaking," which is governed by the Administrative Procedure Act 
(APA) (5 U.S.C. Chapter 5).  

•  Once an agency decides that a regulatory action is necessary or 
appropriate, it develops and typically publishes a proposed rule in 
the Federal Register, soliciting comments from the public on the 
regulatory proposal.  

•  After the agency considers this public feedback and makes changes 
where appropriate, it then publishes a final rule in the Federal 
Register with a specific date upon which the rule becomes effective 
and enforceable.  

•  In issuing a final rule, the agency must describe and respond to the 
public comments it received.  
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Preparation of Proposed Rule  

•  Rule making agencies may seek 
subject matter expertise in developing 
rules such as: 
– Listening sessions 
– Open door forums 
–  Informal discussions  
– Meetings with stakeholders  
– Etc. 
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Preparation Example: National 
Health Care Quality Strategic Plan 

•  Section 3011 of the Affordable Care Act 
–  “The Secretary, through a transparent collaborative 

process, shall establish a national strategy to improve 
the delivery of health care services, patient health 
outcomes, and population health.” 

•  The Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services is seeking public input in the 
development of a National Health Care Quality 
Strategic Plan 
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National Health Care Quality 
Strategic Plan 

•  How to get there: 
– http://www.hhs.gov/  
– Scroll down to: 

– Click, and it takes you…. 
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National Health Care Quality 
Strategy Plan 

See 8 
page 
PDF or 
scroll 
down 

Comments 
due Oct 15!  
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National Health Care Quality 
Strategy Plan 
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National Health Care Quality 
Strategy Plan 
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Public Comments 
•  It is imperative that consumer/survivors and 

advocacy groups submit comments   
•  Comments can be based on any issue that are relevant to 

the commenter and the rule.   
•  Comments can be based on direct experience with the issue, 

anticipated consequences of the proposed rule, and would 
ideally suggest more effective solutions.    

•  All public comments must be addressed by 
the rulemaking agency in the next iteration of 
the rule. 
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Publication of Final Rule 

•  An agency must submit most final rules to 
both houses of Congress and the General 
Accounting Office before they can take 
effect. 
– Major rules are subject to a delayed effective 

date (with certain exceptions). 
– Action by Congress and the President could 

have an impact on the rule.  
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Federal Register 
•  The Federal Register is the official daily 

publication for agency rules, proposed rules, and 
notices of Federal agencies and organizations, 
as well as for Executive Orders and other 
presidential documents.  

•  To learn more, visit the Federal Register website 
at: http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/.  
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Publication of Final Rule, Interim 
Final Rule, or Direct Final Rule 

•  Final rules are published in the Code of 
Federal Regulations 
– http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?

c=ecfr&tpl=%2Findex.tpl  
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Resources 
•  Sign up for the Office on Disability List Serve 

–  https://list.nih.gov/cgibin/wa.exe?
SUBED1=DHHSOFFICEONDISABILITY&A=1  

•  Office of Regulation and Regulatory Affairs: 
–  http://www.reginfo.gov/public/jsp/Utilities/index.jsp  

•  Regulations.gov 
–  http://www.regulations.gov/search/Regs/home.html#home 

•  Unified Agenda: 
–  http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaMain  

•  Reg Map:  Graphic Depiction of Regulation Development Process 
–  http://www.reginfo.gov/public/reginfo/Regmap/index.jsp 

•  Federal Register: 
–  http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html  

•  CMS Quarterly Provider Updates 
–  https://www.cms.gov/QuarterlyProviderUpdates/  


